Notes on Malayan reptiles, No. 2 1 

By M. W. F. TWEEDIE, M.A., C.M.Z.S. 

The reptiles recorded and described in this paper consist 
partly of specimens which have been for some time in the 
collection and partly of recent acquisitions. Most of these have 
been sent to me by naturalists living in the Malayan Federation. 
I heir enterprise in collecting and preserving the specimens and 
their generosity in presenting them to the Museum are acknow¬ 
ledged with thanks. They are, together with the areas in 
which they collected: Dr. G. H. Lowe (Cameron Highlands); 
Mr. C. S. Ogilvie (King George V National Park) ; Mr. J. L. 
Harrison (Selangor); Mr. J. A. Hislop (Perak); Dr. E. D. B. 
Wolfe and Mr. J. Waters (Kedah). 

Systematic .—The “variety” striata Cohn., of Ahaetulla 
jormosa is raised to specific rank. 

Dibamus novae-guineae Dum. and Bibr. 

A specimen of 114 mm. total length was taken during 
excavation in a rock shelter at Gua Madu near Gua Musang, 
Kelantan, August, 1939. The only previous record for the Malay 
Peninsula is an egg containing a fully developed embryo found 
in Patani, Peninsular Siam, by Annandale and Robinson in 
1901. 

Typhlops diardi muelleri Schlegel. 

Houlknck* 1912. p. 104 (T. nigroalbut). 

Smith 1943, p. G2. 

A specimen of total length 315 mm. taken at Maxwell's 
Hill, Perak, 3,500 feet, in August 1949 has the colour pattern 
abnormal. In the other examples in the collection the light 
ventral coloration forms a sharply demarcated band, 14 to 16 
scales wide; in the present one it is quite confined to the ventral 
surface, only 5 to 7 scales wide and its margin is irregular. 

Pareas margaritophorus (Jan). 

liOULKNUKit 1912, p. 210 (AmbluerphaluM morllrndorfi). 

Smith 1943. p. 52. 

Kualu Lebir, Kelantan (Dr. Gimlette), one; Bukit Chuping, 
Pcrlis (H. D. Collings, 1936), one; Sungei Patani, Kedah (J. 
Waters, 1949), one. 


•- This paper may be regarded as supplementary to that published 
by me in Bull. Baffles Mus., 16, (1940), p. 83. 


Mur. 23, 1950. 
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This snake is known in Malaya only from the most northern 
states, bordering Siamese territory. The nuchal band in the 
Kedah specimen was bright red in life and had faded to pink 
when I received it; probably this is its normal colour. 

Haplopelturu boa (Boie). 

A specimen from Kuala Tahan, Pahang (C. S. Ogilvie, 1919) 
extends the known range in the Peninsula of this snake, pre¬ 
viously recorded from Penang, Perak and Kelantan. 

Klaphe prasina (Blyth). 

TWEEDIE 1940, p. 85. 

Two young specimens have been added to the collection, one 
from Cameron Highlands (G. H. Lowe, 1910) and one from 
Ulu Combak, Selangor (J. L. Harrison, 19-19). 

Calamaria vermiformis Dum. and Bibr. 

Two very distinct colour varieties are represented in the 
collection. 

A. The whole dorsal surface is dark brown, each scale 
bordered above and below with white, so that narrow white 
lines run along the body between the scale rows. The belly 
is sharply and regularly barred black and white, the black colour 
usually preponderating and only a few of the ventrals being 
half black, half white. 

B. The dorsal surface is dark brown without any trace 
of white borders to the scales, but the lowest two rows of 
costals are white, so that a white lateral band runs along each 
side. The belly is barred black and white but irregularly, many 
of the ventrals being half black, half white and the white 
portions speckled or (in one example) wholly suffused with 
black, except on the anterior part which is largely or wholly 
white. 

Specimens with pattern A are from Fraser's Hill (four) 
and Cameron Highlands (three), all from localities above 4,000 
feet. Those with pattern B are from Gunong Kledang, Perak, 
2,616 feet; Gunong Pulai, Johore (two), below 2,000 feet; and 
Bukit Lagong, Kepong. Selangor, foot-hill jungle (J. L. Harrison, 
1949). One specimen from the Larut Hills is too faded to be 
leferred to either. 

It would appear that the two patterns are correlated with 
altitude, the highland form being A and the foot-hill and low¬ 
land form B. A similar correlation is suggested by Dr. Malcolm 
Smith’s records from Mount Kinabalu, North Borneo (1921, 
p. 27). There specimens with pattern B were found at Kiau 
(3,060 feet) and one with a pattern recalling A, but lacking 
the black cross-bars, from Lunni Lumu (5,500 feet). Mention 
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is also made of examples with fully developed pattern A from 
Fort de Koek in Sumatra. The altitude is not given but Fort 
de Koek is situated at about 3,000 feet with surrounding higher 
country. 

Genus Ahaetulla Link 

The inclusion of caudolineata in this genus and the addition 
of striata to the Peninsular fauna necessitates revision of the 
key to the Malayan species, which will now run as follows:— 

1. A white stripe low down on each 

side with a black one below it 
and a narrower black one 
above it 

-• No conspicuous black and white 
stripes along the sides 

2. Scales in 15 rows; a black streak 

running through the eye onto 
the temple 

Scales in 13 rows; no black streak 
through the eye .. 

3. Eye large, its diameter greater 

than its distance from the 
nostril; vertebrals larger than 
the lowest costals; no oblique 
black bars on the flanks 

-. Eye moderate, its diameter equal 
to its distance from the nostril; 
vertebrals not larger than the 
lowest costals; flanks with 
oblique black bars on the 
anterior part of the body .. 

Ahaetulla striata Cohn. 

I)E Roou 1917, p. 60, fig. 36 ( Dctulrophit pic tut var. ttriald). 

Three specimens: Kuala Lumpur; Sungkai, Perak, 19 May, 
1933; Sungei Ruloh, Selangor, 29 April, 1917 (C. A. Gibson- 
Hill). 

The very distinctive colour pattern is in agreement with 
De Rooij’s description and figure. The snout is short and 
truncate compared with that of A. ahaetulla (- picta) and the 
posterior chin shields are in contact for more than half their 
length, whereas those of ahaetulla are separated for at least 
two thirds of their length by first one and then two scales,, ns 
described by De Rooij. 

The occurrence of these specimens in Malaya is evidence 
that the characters of striata are stable. Nothing in its distri¬ 
bution or mode of occurrence suggests a subspecific relationship 


2 .. 

3. 

A. ahaetulla. 

A. caudolineata. 

A. formosa. 

A. striata. 


Mus. 23. 1950. 
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with ahaetulla and I consider it better to abandon the taxo- 
nomically meaningless designation ‘'variety’' and to regard it 
as a species. 

Chrysopelia ornata (Shaw). 

Smith 1943, p. 251. 

As Dr. Malcolm Smith has pointed out the common 
continental Asiatic C. ornata must now be regarded as specifically 
distinct from C. paradisi Boie of Malaysia. Until 1949 all 
records from Malayan territory were assumed to refer to 
paradisi, but in September of that year Dr. E. D. B. Wolfe sent 
to the Museum a specimen from Sungei Patani, Kedah, whose 
pattern shows it to be without doubt ornata (Smith 1943, fig. 
87A) ; later in the year Mr. J. Waters brought to Singapore a 
living ornata from the same locality. 

The most northern localised specimen of paradisi in the 
Rallies Museum collection is from Penang, but Smith (1943, p. 
255) gives Mergui as its northern limit, indicating an overlap 
in the ranges of the two species. 

Lycodon effnenis Cantor. Fig. 1, c, d. 

Two specimens, one half grown, one adult, collected by 
Mr. C. S. Ogilvie in the King George V National Park in 1950. 
These are the third and fourth specimens to be recorded from 
this country, the other iwo being the type from Penang and 
one from Kelantan (Boulenger 1912, p. 133). They show the 
subadult and adult colour pattern to very good advantage. 

The young snake (V. 228, C. 99) is a little over 700 mm. 
total length. It is dark brown with six lighter rings on the 
fore part of the body. They encircle the body, are broader 
ventrally (15-20 mm.) than dorsally (less than 10 mm.) and 
are separated by interspaces of 30 to 40 mm. The anterior 
three are pure white, the fourth spotted with brown, the fifth 
heavily suffused and the sixth nearly obliterated; faint traces 
of seventh and eighth rings can be detected. The head is dark 
brown above and white mottled with brown below; starting on 
the internasals a pair of white streaks, heavily mottled with 
brown, run back over the eyes broadening on the temporal 
regions and turning down to join the similarly cojoured lower 
surface of the head. A similarly mottled white streak runs 
along the upper labials from the. first to the eighth. 

The adult (V. 228) has head and body 660 mm., the tail 
amputated at 95 mm. from its base. It is everywhere dark 
brown with faint traces of the head pattern and on the body 
numerous very small light dots, so irregularly scattered that 
they cannot be correlated with remnants of the light rings, of 
which no indication remains. The body pattern is very like that 
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of L. subduct us (and no doubt juvenile effrxnis are similarly 
banded throughout their length) but the head pattern is 
strikingly distinct. 

In both specimens the snout is remarkably spatulate, 
distinctly broader at the level of the second upper labials than 
at that of the fourth. 


g. 1. a, Natrix jxtcroi (Singapore); b. ,V. nuumtelfl (Galling Island, 
Rhio Archipelago); c, d, Lyndon cffratms (Pahang). 


f IflR 1 
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Lycodon butleri Boulenger. 

Three unrecorded specimens are in the collection: Maxwell’s 
Hill, Perak, 4 August, 1930 (G. H. Sworder); Telom Valley, 
Cameron Highlands, Pahang, 1931 "(Edney Hayter); Tanah 
Kata, Cameron Highlands. 1940 (G. H. Lowe). The second 
mentioned is the largest specimen yet recorded with total length 
1,005 mm. 

Expressed in gei\eraj terms the colour pattern is as 
follows: Blackish brown with forty to fifty white annuli which 
are distributed throughout the length of the snake, widely 
spaced anteriorly, closely posteriorly. The annuli have irregular 
margins and are more or less darkly sulTused with brown except 
at the edges. Below whitish with dark brown cross-bars corres¬ 
ponding to (but narrower than) the dark inter-spaces of the 
dorsal pattern; these ventral cross-bars may fail anteriorly or 
posteriorly or both and be replaced by irregular brown markings, 
but they are always distinct at mid body. 

Natrix petersi Boulenger. Fig. 1, a. 

Kuantan. Pahang (G. B. Purvis, July 1930); Singapore (no 
further data). • 

Both these specimens were in the collection wrongly 
identified. The Pahang one is that recorded by Smedley (1931, 
p. 52) as AT. maculata and the Singapore one was identified as 
Yj tnan, l ull V ertl ' These determinations were accepted by De 
Haas (1919), the former being no. 5 on p. 8G of his paper and 
the latter no. 3 on p. 81. The specimen from Pahang was sent 
to the British Museum (where it is retained) and its identitv 
confirmed by Dr. Malcolm Smith. Scale counts are: Pahang, V. 
138, C. 93; Singapore, V. 136, C. 87. 

iV. peterni is very similar in appearance to maculata (but 
not to trianvuligt-ra), the smaller eye of pctersi being the 
most obvious distinguishing feature (Fig. 1, a, b). 

One other specimen of petcrsi is known from Malaya, that 
recorded by Smedley (1931. p. 51, communicated by Dr. Malcolm 
Smith) from Tampin in Negri Sembilan. 

Genus Boiga Fitzinger 

There is a lapttiut in Smith’s key to the Malayan species 
(1930, p. 64). The subcaudnl count of B. jaxpitlea is quoted 
as 243-206; this is, of course, the ventral count, the subcaudal 
being 140-166. The key remains valid when the correction 
is made as jaspidca and niyriccps are immediately separable 
on colour. 

Boiga drapiezii (Boie). 

A specimen of 1,400 mm. from Kepong, Selangor (J. L. 
Harrison, 1949). 
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Colour soon after preservation: Greyish brown with a series 
of ill-defined lighter blotches along the sides, each containing 
a dark spot; each of the intervening dark areas, which are 
obscurely light centered, has at its base a white spot partly 
extending on the tips of the ventrals; a light coloured vertebral 
line posteriorly and on the tail. Head grey above with fine 
darker stippling, whitish below. Under parts light mottled 
with darker greyish brown and with a pair of very distinct 
dark lateral lines. 

Boiga nigriceps (Gunther). 

A juvenile from Sungei Siput, Perak, June. 1936; Five 
specimens from Ulu Gombak, Selangor and two from Kepong 
Selangor. The Selangor specimens were all collected by 
Mr. J. L. Harrison in 19-19. 

1 saw one of these alive and made colour notes: Uniform 
greyish brown above with a row of black dots along each side 
of the back; below white anteriorly, the ventrals with darker 
tips, progressively more mottled with brown towards and on 
the tail. Head dark greenish brown above, the green colour 
extending onto the neck; lips and under surface of head white. 

Boiga jaspidea (Dum and Bibr.). 


A specimen of 1,170 mm. total length was taken in Nov 
19-19 in lowland jungle at Tasek Bera, south Pahang; V. -60, 

Colours shortly after preservation: Costals light brown 
finely stippled with darker brown and with lateral series ot 
alternating black and white bars each topped by a spot of the 
opposite colour and at the base of each black bar a white spot 
involving the lowest costals and tips of the ventrals, the whole 
pattern nowhere clearly defined and quite obscure postenorily; 
vertebrals pinkish stippled with darker brown. Head brown 
above with a symmetrical pattern of light-edged black spots; 
upper labials white with large black spots spanning the sutures. 
Under parts white with a black spot internal to each of tlie 
white lateral spoLs already mentioned and some median black 
spots on the throat and seventeen anterior ventrals: posteriorly 
and on the tail the white is obscured by brown mottling. 

Only one other specimen is in the collection, from Singapore 
(H.N. Ridley, 1908), and the species is recorded from Kelantan 
and Selangor. It is evidently rare in Malaya. 

Dryophis fasciolatus (Fischer). 

Since Smedley (1932, p. 16) reported the occurrence of this 
species in Malaya three more specimens have l>een taken, one 
oil Singapore Island (1946) and two at Kepong. Selangor (J. 1.. 
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AugUS , t , !? 49) A Their ventral and subcaudal counts 

C ,‘ 195 - : Ke P° n «' V - 231, c - 202; V. 236, 

hilrherVhJn th^f 1 ^ eD , t,r W dl three. Both maxima are 
iUkhei than those given by De Pwooij (1917, p. 207). 

finelv H n!!!biia a a ^u n » fP^ ,mcns in the collection have the head 
f£m aSmeo g?, ck as al Smedley's fig. 2a; only the one 

!2SJ?\ hSTfk Selaan, Baram River, Sarawak, 0 October, 

19-U) has the bold pattern of blotches figured by him at fig. 2 b. 

Dryophis mycterizans (L.). 

Smith 1930, p. 66 ( Passcrita xanthozoniu ); 1943, p. 376. 

*\? pe( V!^ n fr ° m Gunong Pulai, Johore, May, 1934 and five 
f«om the 16th and 24th mile Pahang Road (Ulu Gombak) 
hdUimgli ,0m Mr ' J ’ L ' Harrison - These are localities in foot- 

of ft® , Selan go>* specimens has V. 197, C. 171. anal 
entne preorbital part of head markedly less than twice eve- 

•lud^HubcS? W ' lh f a pair . of ye,,ow ,atera! *ine». The ventral’ 
thp vnn^l| d n H lU abaormalI y high for mycterizans and 
•iiwl Pa } te w ,1? I,ke , thal of P raa * ,,a hut the short snout 

of "»*“*■“ iini11 h « w 

Enhydris bocourti Jan. 

flnJW? 1 °? curr< i! lces <>'this snake in Malaya are still con- 
fined to 1 lowers mother and brood (1899, p. 676). 

, In D \- E - D - B : Wolfe sent me the skin of the head 
; u a .ff 8pec j m ?‘ from , Trengganu and 1 have an 

l ivf, k u ii photograph of one taken by Mr. H. T. Pagden in 
Province Wellesley in the same year. 

Bungarus flaviceps Reinh. 

io^Two young specimens.f^m Kuala Tahan, Pahang, April 
1940 and from Pasir Panjang, Lumut. Perak, January 1950. 
the latter collected by Mr. J. A. Hislop. This record is of 
interest as being from a locality at sea level and within a short 

ttrublntne^abS' SPeCiCS ‘ S « ene " Uy ils 

212, C U M C - 88 <" + « V- 

.The two agree closely in pattern; a field note of the Pahang 
specimen reads: Iridescent blue-black above with a powder blue 
stnpe along the lowest row of costals and a vertebral row of 
ft*? 0 ! 0U u' r ch , dot .° ccu Wf in * ihe anterior part of a 
th^wK v U , l e: u ea t d t and , tall „ scarlet - extending further onto 
the body ventrally than dorsally, a black stripe on the inter- 

s y tu, ; e . J°f n ‘ n ^. l he black of the neck; Belly black, 
ventrals edged behind with grey. 
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Neither the Latin nor the accepted English name (Yellow- 
headed Krait) is applicable to Malayan examples. 1 saw a 
“ r g e . adu J t in the possession of Mr. G. R. Leonard 

at Kuala Tahan m 1940 and he assured me that the head and tail 
were of the same brilliant red in life as those of the young 
« k ?n r,ng my visit - Mr Hislop's specimen was 

THp hSSr kLm St 'i r ^ ta,ns of ils colour (March 1950). 
The black belly affords a useful field character to distinguish 

in appearance* Matteora b,vir V afa > which it closely resembles 


Callophis gracilis Gray. 

Sungci Siput. Perak. 1936 and one from The Gap, 
Frasers Hill, October, 1947. 

.. specimen was collected by Mr. E. 0. Shebbcare. 

Mr. L. A. Libson-Hill, who saw the specimen about a week after 
it was taken, made the interesting observation that the lower 
surface of the tail is banded black and bright red, the belly 
black and white, a ventral colour pattern exactly like that of 
Maticora inteninalu. The red has now completely faded (it 
is equally fugitive in Maticora), and it seems likely that this 
coloration is normal for the species and has not been recorded 
because only preserved specimens have been available for 
examination. 
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